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UN Warns North Korea Faces Major Food Crisis
By Lisa Schlein  Geneva  22 December 2006
    United Nations aid agencies warn North Korea will be facing a major food crisis next spring unless donors support critically needed humanitarian assistance programs. They are appealing to donors to forget politics and think of the victims who need help. Lisa Schlein reports for VOA from Geneva.
Please find the word that doesn&t match the other words in that row
	turmoil
	chaos
	confusion
	travail

	impending
	inconclusive
	approaching
	threatening

	dire
	desperate
	close
	severe

	supplementary
	depositional
	extra
	added

	grim
	bleak
	smile
	frightful

	deficit
	deficiency
	shortfall
	loan


                              
  Match the two phrases to make a sentence 
	he urges donors to look beyond politics and
	    
	because of the heavy flooding
	a

	severe flooding during the summer in four provinces
	
	feed 1.9 million people in 50 of the most insecure counties
	b

	the shortage is likely to be higher than that
	
	monitor how funds are spent
	c

	UNICEF and other agencies are unable to
	
	renew their support for humanitarian programs
	d

	what we would want to do is
	
	decimated internal food production
	e


What is the desire of the UNICEF advocate?
What are some for the causes for the food shortage?
Who would be affected most by these shortages?
What problems does UNICEF face in North Korea?
How much money has Mr. Bociurkiw's organization received?  What would he like to use the money for?
What is the World Food Program's problem?
What can UNICEF do now?  What would they like to do in the future?
 
Author dismisses government's fear mongering myth of crime wave by foreigners

    For years, people like Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara have been up in arms about rising crime rates among foreigners and juveniles in Japan, but one of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government's public safety experts has come out to say the claims are groundless, according to Sunday Mainichi (12/31).  Ishihara and his ilk have long laid the blame on foreigners for a perceived worsening of public safety standards that has allowed the powers that be to strengthen and crack down on non-Japanese and teens.
    But Hiroshi Kubo, the former head of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government's Emergency Public Safety Task Force, says they've got it all wrong.  "Put simply, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government's public safety policy involves telling people that public safety standards have worsened and police groups need strengthening to protect the capital's residents," Kubo tells Sunday Mainichi. "But I've realized there's something unnatural about this 'worsening.'"
    In his newly released book, Kubo goes through the statistical data being used to justify taking a hard line on foreigners and kids and argues that maybe it's not quite all there. For instance, the growing crime rate in Tokyo is based on reported crimes, not actual crime cases. This means the count includes cases where people who have been scared into believing their safety is under such a threat they contact the police for any trifling matter only to be sent away with no action taken.  
    And taking a look back over the past 40 years shows that violent crimes by juveniles has actually declined. Current worries about how youths are becoming more criminally inclined -- and at a younger age -- sound like a recording of similar cries dating back to the '60s.
    Crimes by foreigners have long been highlighted, but there's little to suggest that Tokyo or Japan is in the midst of a violent crime spree. In 2002, there were 102 non-Japanese arrested in Tokyo for violent crimes including murder, armed robbery, arson and rape. The following year, that number jumped to 156, fell back to 117 in 2004 and was just 84 in 2005. And the number of violent crimes foreigners are committing in Tokyo is not a patch on the Japanese, who account for about 1,000 cases a year.
    Kubo says authorities are merely fear mongering, taking statistics that work in their favor and molding them to suit their purposes. National Police Agency data is used the same way as authorities are doing in Tokyo, spreading fear nationwide.
    "There's an underlying current of anxiety throughout society. People have no idea what's going to happen in the future, they're worried about employment and pay and declining living standards and somebody who's going to openly talk about the reason for their anxieties is going to attract their interest," the public safety expert tells Sunday Mainichi. "Say somebody comes out and says 'foreigners' violent crimes are all to blame' then anxious people are going to go along with that. And the national government, prefectural governments, police and the media all jump on the bandwagon and believe what's being said." (By Ryann Connell)

Japan, China to Hold Talks to Narrow History Gap
By REUTERS
TOKYO (Reuters) - Japanese and Chinese academics will start joint studies on their long and sometimes war-torn history this week as part of the two countries' efforts to improve ties strained by persistent disputes over the past. Sino-Japanese relations were frosty for much of the past half-decade, largely because of former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's annual visits to Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine, seen by Beijing as a symbol of Japan's past militarism.
    Koizumi's successor, Shinzo Abe, moved to mend fences, visiting China in October just weeks after he took office. At a meeting with Chinese President Hu Jintao, the two leaders agreed on the need for joint history studies.
    Twenty academics, 10 from each side, will meet for two days in Beijing from Tuesday in the first round of what is expected to be twice-yearly discussions that aim to conclude with a report sometime in 2008.
    Shinichi Kitaoka, a political science professor at the University of Tokyo who heads the Japanese group, said gaps between the Asian neighbours' perceptions of history were too great at present, endangering the future of the relationship.
    "At the moment, we're in a very unhealthy situation where deadlock over history is preventing politicians from tackling present and future issues," he told a recent news conference.
    "The gap is too wide. I don't intend to forcibly fill it altogether, but I intend to narrow it as much as possible through academic debate," Kitaoka said.
    Along with ancient and medieval history, the academics will look into the contentious area of modern history, when Japan invaded and occupied parts of China from 1931 to 1945.
    Chinese state media have played down the initial phase of the talks, suggesting that finding any common ground could take some time.
    The official China Daily cited Bu Ping, director of the Institute of Modern History at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and head of the Chinese delegation, as saying no specifics would be discussed at the first meeting.
    "Instead, it will concentrate on the working process, principles and purposes," the newspaper said.
DEEP-ROOTED
    Enmity in China toward wartime adversary Japan is deep-rooted, and Beijing rarely misses an opportunity to remind its people about the horrors visited upon them by Imperial Japanese troops, especially the 1937 Nanjing massacre.
    Ties between the two countries hit a low with Koizumi's visits to the Yasukuni Shrine.
    Koizumi had insisted that he went to the shrine to pay respects to the 2.5 million Japanese war dead honored there, but China protested because the shrine also memorializes some convicted war criminals, including World War Two Prime Minister Hideki Tojo.
    Japanese government approval of a textbook that critics said whitewashed Japan's wartime atrocities triggered sometimes violent demonstrations across China in April of last year.
    While Abe has made headway in repairing ties with Beijing by taking a policy of "strategic ambiguity," not stating whether he would go to Yasukuni in the future, some potential pitfalls remain.
    Lawmakers in Abe's ruling party have formed a group to review a 1993 government statement acknowledging the Japanese Imperial Army's involvement in recruiting so-called comfort women to work in brothels and serve Japanese soldiers.
    China will be watching to see whether Abe stays away from Yasukuni. Before he became prime minister Abe had defended Koizumi's visits and had often gone to the shrine himself, including as recently as last April.
    The academics know the studies will be no easy task.
    "Results will not show up so easily," Kitaoka said.
    A similar joint history study between Japan and South Korea took three years and the final report released last year only highlighted their differences, stating the views of both sides.g that occurred in July.

Below-average pollen count expected next spring

    Pollen levels in spring should be below average in most parts of the country, bringing a sense of relief to hay-fever sufferers here, the Environment Ministry said. Pollen from Japanese cedar and cypress trees causes allergy symptoms such as sneezing, runny noses and itchy eyes.
    The ministry predicts pollen levels will be particularly lower in the Kanto and Koshinetsu regions, with the amount about 25 percent of the average.
    In the southern Tohoku, Hokuriku, Tokai and Kinki regions, the level will reach only 25 to 60 percent of the average, the ministry said.
    The amount of pollen in the air in Chugoku and Shikoku will likely be 50 to 80 percent of the average.
    However, the pollen level in Kyushu is expected to be average or slightly below average, while average levels are expected in Hokkaido and northern Tohoku, according to the forecast.
    In spring this year, pollen levels dropped around the country. And in July, the number of sunlight hours around the country was limited, hampering the development of buds on cedar and cypress trees.
    The trees are expected to start releasing their pollen around Feb. 10 in some regions, while in the Tohoku and Hokuriku regions, the pollen will hit the air as late as March, the ministry said.
    The ministry will start providing pollen count data and forecasts in February on its Web site.(IHT/Asahi: December 25,2006)

UK forces destroy police station in Basra
By Aref Mohammed

BASRA, Iraq (Reuters) - British forces killed seven gunmen and flattened the headquarters of the serious crimes unit in southern Basra on Monday after learning prisoners there were about to be executed, the British military said.
    Calling the police station a center of "criminal enterprise" and a symbol of oppression for the city's residents, the military said the building was demolished with explosives after a pre-dawn assault by around 1,000 troops backed by tanks.
    British military spokesman Captain Tane Dunlop said the unit had been taking the law into its own hands. "Crimes unit? That's pretty much what it does, rather than prevent (crime)," he told Reuters.
    The police station, one of the biggest in Iraq's second largest city, was where two plain-clothes British soldiers were briefly held in September 2005 before being freed in a raid by their comrades.
    Pictures released by the Ministry of Defense showed the two-storey building erupting in a cloud of debris and dust in an explosion that reduced it to rubble.
    An armored British force of Challenger tanks and Warrior armored fighting vehicles came under rocket-propelled grenade and machinegun fire from alleyways as it approached the station, said Major Charlie Burbridge, another British spokesman.
    The force returned fire with heavy machineguns, killing seven gunmen, Burbridge said.
    British forces seized senior members of the unit last week. It has long been accused of involvement in murders, attacks on U.S.-led forces and kidnappings in the southern oil city, where rival Shi'ite factions are fighting for control.
    "The unit, some 400-strong, was known to have been heavily infiltrated by anti coalition elements," the British military said in a statement.
    The military had planned to disband the unit but decided to act on Monday after learning on Sunday that some of the prisoners, all suspected criminals, inside the police station faced imminent execution, Burbridge said.
    The troops found dozens of detainees in the station, many of whom had injuries. "But we don't know if it was torture at this stage," he said.
BUILDING DEMOLISHED
    Dunlop said Iraqi forces had transferred the detainees to another police station.
    "We used explosives to put the building beyond use so it can no longer be used by the criminal enterprise," he said. "We had clear directions from the prime minister and governor (Mohammed) Waili to dissolve the unit."
    But Basra's police chief Brigadier Mohammed al-Musawi accused the British of trying to "stir up trouble" and said he had not been notified of the operation. The Iraqi Defense Ministry, however, said it had consented to the operation.
    Britain has around 7,300 troops in southern Iraq, mostly stationed in and around Basra. Its oil wealth is the source of most of Iraq's revenues.
    Britain hopes to pull out thousands of troops next year and hand over control of Basra to Iraqi authorities between April and June, although military officials say that is dependent on security conditions on the ground.
    Meanwhile, the New York Times reported that the U.S. military is holding at least four Iranians in Iraq, including men the Bush administration calls senior military officials, who were seized in raids last week.
    Gordon Johndroe, spokesman for the U.S. National Security Council, told the Times two Iranian diplomats were among those initially detained in the raids. They were turned over to Iraqi authorities and released, he said.
    The Times said Johndroe confirmed a group of other Iranians, including the military officials, remained in custody while an investigation continued. (Additional reporting by Mussab Al-Khairalla and Ross Colvin in Baghdad)

TECHNOLOGY
Japan needs 3-5 years to build nuclear warheads: report
TOKYO - Japan will need at least three to five years to test produce small nuclear warheads, the Sankei Shimbun newspaper reported Monday, quoting an internal government document. 
    The document entitled "On the possibility of domestic production of nuclear weapons" says Japan has technology and equipment for uranium enrichment and reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel but is not capable of converting them into nuclear weapons in the immediate future because of technological restrictions.

Newborn baby left in Gifu store

GIFU (Kyodo) A newborn baby was found left behind at a supermarket in the city of Gifu on Sunday morning, police said.
    The boy was found by a shopper at around 11:45 a.m. in a staircase on the fourth floor of a Jusco supermarket.
    His umbilical cord was still attached and he was wrapped in a brown blanket. There was nothing indicating the baby's identity, the police said. He appeared to be in good health.
    The police said they are treating the investigation as a case of negligence by the child's parents or guardians.

Do all planets orbit the Sun in the same direction? 

    While not all of the planets rotate on their individual axes in the same direction -- Uranus and Venus both rotate opposite to the other six planets -- the planets are in agreement as to which way to go. The shared motion is an artifact of the formation of the solar system from a giant rotating gas cloud 4.5 billion years ago.
    As for the reversed, or retrograde, spin of Uranus and Venus, scientists are divided as to the cause. Most subscribe to the theory that early in their histories, these worlds were subjected to massive collisions with planetary-sized objects, so powerful they reversed the planets original direction of rotation -- and in the case of Uranus, knocked it almost completely sideways.

Now for today's feature story...
    The U.N. Children's Fund says the outlook for North Korea is very grim. It says food production is down by 20 percent and multilateral and bilateral assistance covers only a                  of the needs.
    UNICEF spokesman, Michael Bociurkiw, urges donors to look beyond politics and renew their support for humanitarian programs.
    "We are saying this because children represent the future hope of DPR Korea, yet they are the victims of                  political turmoil, which has seen a reduction in international assistance. Severe flooding during the summer in four provinces decimated internal food production.  And, with far less food coming into the country because of the government's decision not to accept humanitarian aid, the impending shortages              a dire situation for people in North Korea, particularly women and children who are the most vulnerable."
    Bociurkiw notes it is not easy to provide aid to people in North Korea because many areas in the country are off limits. He says UNICEF and other agencies are unable to monitor how funds are spent because they cannot go everywhere. He concedes this creates problems in              for money.
    He says UNICEF has received only one half of its $11 million appeal. He says lack of money makes it very difficult for the              to provide supplementary feeding programs for malnourished children. Nor can it carry out its education, health, water and sanitation activities.
    The World Food Program says it too is                         . Spokesman Simon Pluess says WFP has received $15 million from its $100 million appeal. He says this is not enough to assist all of the nearly two million people in urban and rural areas that are in need of food aid.
    "Right now, we can feed only about 700,000              in 29 counties. But, actually what we would want to do is feed 1.9 million people in 50 of the most insecure counties."
    The U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization estimates North Korea will run a one million ton              deficit next year. Pluess says the shortage is likely to be higher than that because of the heavy flooding that occurred in July.
The Voice of America is among the world’s most trusted sources of news and information.
Chinese weather forecasts are top secret

China's government, which suppresses a range of information deemed threatening to national security, now wants to keep weather forecasts from falling into the wrong hands, state press has reported.


New regulations to take effect next year will clamp down on the illegal acquisition of Chinese meteorological information by foreigners, the China Daily newspaper reported.


The China Meteorological Administration (CMA) has identified about 20 breaches of weather security since 2000, the paper said.


"Illegal meteorological surveys and data collection have infringed China's sovereignty... and threatened the country's security," the paper quoted CMA Vice Minister Zheng Guogang as saying.


Examples of the breaches include the construction by a Japanese company of an illegal meteorological observation station around a power plant in northwest China last year, it said.


This year, a British group built an observation station near the venue for 2008 Olympic yachting events, which also is near a military harbor, in the eastern China city of Qingdao.


"Meteorological data plays an important role in the national economy, social development and daily life. It also plays an equally important role in national defense and military activities," the newspaper said.


It did not say how weather information could be used against China by foreign forces.


China strictly controls information such as military data, planned changes in its political leadership and embarrassing environmental and health information seen as possibly capable of triggering unrest.


UN Warns North Korea Faces Major Food Crisis
fraction    ongoing    foretell    appealing    agency    short of cash    people    cereal
